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Abstract

Heritage Bridges play an important role that goes well beyond their obvious function as
connective components of our transportation infrastructure. They contribute to our community’s
social and economic development and reflect the technology of the times they were built in.
Many of these bridges are familiar and distinctive landmarks that contribute to a strong sense of
place and link the current generation to the past. Today, Heritage Bridges are threatened by
growth and the demand for improved transportation, neglect and environmental affects such as
pollution, floods and weather.

The Region of Waterloo lies entirely within the watershed of the Grand River, which was
designated a Canadian Heritage River in 1994. In an effort to preserve heritage bridges in
Waterloo Region, the Region’s Heritage Planning Advisory Committee (HPAC) took the
initiative to identify and collect relevant documentation and took the lead in recognizing the
significant historical past of our heritage bridges by educating municipal councils and the public,
nominating selected bridges to the National Register, and installing plaques showing historic
photos and information about the bridges.

A multi-phase study has been in progress for over 6 years. In phase 1, more than 100 bridges of
interest located throughout the region were inventoried and evaluated for their heritage
significance, and the 10 most significant structures were identified. In phase 2, detailed
documentation on these 10 most significant heritage bridges was compiled, laying the foundation
for the eventual formal recognition of these outstanding structures. Phase 3 focused on the
Region’s truss bridges, which provided a rare opportunity to experience 80 years of evolving
bridge design and technology within a few hours drive.

This paper will provide details about the inventory of heritage bridges in Waterloo Region and
summarize the methods used to locate, document, and assess them. It will identify challenges
and opportunities in preserving heritage bridges.
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Under Jean’s leadership as Chair of the Heritage Planning Advisory Committee, the study of
more than one hundred Heritage Bridges in Waterloo Region was conducted and published.
Jean has a thirty year commitment to the field of heritage preservation. Her accomplishments
include the establishment of three heritage conservation districts in the City of Kitchener, scenic
roads mapping and designation, participation leading towards the amended Ontario Heritage Act,
and tours of the built heritage in the Grand River watershed. Jean is a strong advocate for
environmental preservation.

Her current goal is to see the restoration of Wellesley Bridge #6, a bridge featured in Canadian
novelist Jane Urquhart’s “The Stone Carvers”.



