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Abstract:

The Red River of the North begins at Lake Traverse in South Dakota and flows north
across the international boundary into Manitoba, through the City of Winnipeg, into Lake
Winnipeg and from there into Hudson Bay. The states of Minnesota, North Dakota, and
South Dakota and the Provinces of Manitoba and Saskatchewan make up the Red River
drainage basin. In addition to these provincial and state boundaries there is the
international boundary between two countries.

The problems that affect this basin vary from: water supply, flooding, competing use of
land, economic development, restoration, multi-jurisdictional political boundaries and the
lack of basin wide data to guide decision makers. Efforts to work across these boundaries
have taken many forms. Some efforts are at the local level where are Watershed
Districts, Water Resource Districts, Conservation Districts, Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, and Soil Conservation Districts are in place somewhere in the basin to address
first hand the problems from a local perspective. Other efforts are larger and more
regional that include joint powers boards, joint water boards, regional groups working on
transboundary tributaries and other efforts to move beyond local political boundaries.
Still other efforts are international in scope like the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909
which influences how Canada and the U.S. work toward cooperation at the border.

Working to bring all of these efforts into focus and to promote cooperation at each level
and across all boundaries is the Red River Basin Commission (RRBC). RRBC is a
registered U.S. non-profit and a Canadian charity with offices in both countries. RRBC
brings together local leaders from county, city, municipal, water coops and watershed
levels of government; citizens; 1* nations; environmental; and provincial, state, and
federal levels of government. These representatives and many others from around the
basin have worked to develop a Natural Resource Framework Plan that has identified
goals, objectives, and actions for 13 critical areas in the basin that they are now working
individually or in some cooperative manner to implement. The cooperative basin wide
efforts that RRBC is leading and facilitating have developed into a model for how
international watershed cooperation can make a difference.
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