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TOP NEWS

Duff Roblin Provincial Park

Whaere s 1t? it's a 138-acre parcel of land surrounding the
floodway gates, just south of the city. It was officially desig-
nated as a provincial park — with little fanfare — fast year.

When will'it open? Likely in 2011.

Yes, this new. park will replace that smaller 69

reserve.

Why is it named after Roblin? The park commemorates

two important Manitoba milestones: the construction of the
floodway and the establishment of a provincial system of :
parks. Both were created with the foresight of Roblin, who o
served as premier from 1958 to 1967 and who was named i
tast year by free Press readers as the Greatest Manitoban. n
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By Larry Kusch

ARTH-MOVING will begin this summer

at the site of a new provincial park south

of town that will showcase the Red River
Floodway and honour Duff Roblin’s pivotal
role in its construction.

The 138-acre Duff Roblin Provincial Park
will feature a tower with a 15-metre-high ob-
servation deck that will offer a bird’s eye view
of the floodway inlet control structure as well
as house interpretive displays, says Kelly-
Anne Richmond, the province’s point person
on the project.

“You're going to have a view of the flood-
way gates when you look in the one direction
and when you look in the other direction you’ll
be able to view downtown,” Richmond said in
an interview.

Derek Murray, a partner with architectural
firm Scatliff Miller Murray, which is design-
ing the park, said the tower, to be set into a
high earthen mound, will symbolize what
Roblin accomplished.

“It’s this quiet, unassuming building that yet
sort of rises very quietly above the landscape
and from there you can see everything,” he
said.

Other proposed amenities include picnic
areas and shelters, interpretive kiosks, walk-
ing trails, washrooms, drinking water, fishing
facilities, a toboggan hill and a parking lot.

Initial funding for the park was announced
in late 2007. The province expects it to attract
25,000 visitors a year once it opens, likely in
2011.

“I think people are really going to be
thrilled to go there. The floodway traditional-
ly attracts a lot of attention, especially during
flood years or when the gates are operating.
And I think we’re going to be able to provide
a really neat opportunity for people to learn
more about that,” Richmond said.

But a group that promotes economic and
cultural development in the St. Norbert area
thinks the province should have been more
ambitious.

“I guess perhaps we conceived an elephant,
and I'm a little afraid that maybe the prov-
ince is bringing forward a mouse. I just think
they’ve got to think bigger,” said Bob Roehle,
co-chairman of Group Action St. Norbert, the
group that proposed the park’s creation sev-
eral years ago.

Roehle said the $3.2 million earmarked so
far for the park's construction by the federal
and provincial governments won’t go very far.

The new park will also recognize Roblin’s
role in the development of the provincial parks
system. The 92-year-old is immensely popular
with Manitobans and last year was named the
Greatest Manitoban by Free Press readers.

Roehle envisions a more extensive interpret-
ive. centre containing a virtual display of the
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Kelly-Anne Richmond says the observation tower at the floodway should prove to be a hig draw.

key Red River Valley floods and the damage
they would have inflicted without the floodway.

“There’s a whole big story to be told that is
interesting to people,” he said, adding the prov-
ince should have consulted more with com-
munity groups before finalizing its plans.

Richmond said earth-moving at the site
will be carried out in the next few weeks in
conjunction with work being done by the Win-
nipeg Floodway Authority, which is raising
nearby Courchene Road.

The province is building a six-metre mound,
in which the tower will sit, and doing site prep-
aration for the proposed toboggan hill.

Richmond said the government’s focus right
now is the northeast corner of the park, near
the floodway gates. Future phases will see de-
velopment throughout the preserved area.

The Duff Roblin Provincial Park replaces
an existing 69-acre park reserve bearing the
former Manitoba premier’s name along the
north Perimeter Highway.

That park, which opened in 1999, will be
maintained and used as a staging area for vis-
itors in what is to be a large recreation com-
plex in the expanded floodway.
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